Local artist Caroline Appleyard often finds herself immersed

HE FIRST THING THAT'S EVIDENT about Caroline (Caz to her

friends) is her energy. Here is a lady with the joie de vivre that

comes from a life fulfiled through work and leisure pursuits.
In one sense, the traditional work/life balance does not apply; there
appears to be little distinction between the two. Whatis clear is the drive
and passion that consumes her to perfect her art: not only to perfect it
but to push the boundaries to develop new skills and techniques.
Caroline paints intriguing scenes; she also, perhaps uniquely, paints
underwater.

Born in Sheffield in the mid 1960s, Caroline now lives and works in Old
Whittington, Chesterfield, her cosy, haphazard home overlooking the
distant Derbyshire hills. Her studio invades her living quarters, the
ubiquitous tabby cat wandering unconcerned among partly finished
works. Perversely, there is asense of contentment and tranquillity despite
the pounding soundtrack against which Caroline applies her magic. She
is a child of her generation, absorbing the frenetic pulse of punk rock and
heavy metal acquired from her teenage years. Indeed, she is an

68 Reflections March 2009

W caroline iu;mé{@@l

in her work, as John Holloway discovers
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